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REVIEW KWA-ZULU NATAL PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA March 2007

KZNPO Concent. 15 March 2007
Emmanuel Siftert the vislting Swiss Conductor

Eremanusl Sfen the visltng Swiss Conducior retumed 10 the podium ot
Thursday's concert. The first Zom was Mendolssohn's -~ ‘Roturn from abroad', a ight
N0 gracety obarieg which | am untamilar with, mmunzw
rGuUred & scaled-down Oichesira, gving it a detncly chamber- music ke
from an ogenatta, which he wiots 1o s parents’ sliver waodng anslvecsary.
Conciso and swiogious, it mace lor a ight asd pleasing start 10 the programme

In Sairt-Sadna violn concerto No. 3, e sokiet launches imo the main therre,
an Inftial Background bom Te calles, s 15 A 1OMENEC CORCAND, with the S0k
vioin frmiy at the forefront. Avigal Buahakowilz was soloist, and she has
Ceveloped beautiuly as a parlommar, Har Imsapratation was lyrical in & carefully
controfied way. These was lovoly dislogue between solaist and crchestra, Mer
Nngerwork is Beld, and her Sound Was Accurate.

The second movement, |s a dreamy Interiude with the orchastra is a kegely
supportive 1of, Morally playing “second fiddie”. The main theme is picked up by the
Cor arglas and the winds are nlegral 10 Tw whole. Bushakowtz played beaatielly,
and with Sifiert's slogant conducting, Tis movement was a highight for me.

The Snal movement i far more robust, and provides an eMective conteast. What the
Tinale Mcks i bravurs |8 made up In melody and ynosm. and Bushakowtz
captured wso qualtios wol, helpad in ro small moasure by Siflert's sympathetc
conducting. The Inal additon of Be brass. with a fantare gives Be work a stamp of
occanion.

The seriows opering rmocd of Dvordi's Symphony No. 8 s quickly dlspelied by &
sunmy feta, which wahars In Ihe orchestrs on & more cheerul note

The music wacilanes Datwesn pevers and brght. The brass is used strongly 1o
rrake told steternonts, which constardly Imenect, and e winds are also Lsed
prominan®y. In e lowaly, 0Rnte secand mavemaent, it is e winds st shine,

some lush orchestration or he sings. Dvordk cam resist using
e brass brefly 10 changs e mood, belere reverting 10 his pastoral opening, with
e Nute used prominently, as is radtions. Thare are reoments of yeaming, which
SvOka SYong 16akngs.

The third movemant is mry lavourite, with B waltang therse weaving a rich melody.
Sillet's confucing was adelght

1 50 Morcughly enjoyed Sfen's conducting, which was confident and ever-so
shyigh. His sell-assured manner soomed 1 ryb of amo the orchesten, who pliyed
with wigour and fait. | bok forward to his early retum 10 Dutan, ~ Mm
(counosy of KWANA newspager)



